BURFORD

He lost no opportunity of exposing himself in battle and
at the first Battle of Newbury he was killed at the age
of thirty-four, * having so much, despatched the business
of life, that the oldest rarely attain to that immense know-
ledge, and the youngest enter not into the world with more
innocence/

The Priory had been sold by Carey to William Lenthall,
Speaker of the House of Commons. Lenthall, whose long
Parliamentary career ended with his being dragged from the
Speaker's chair by Cromwell's soldiers, distinguished himself
earlier by his famous reply to Charles I. The King, ignoring
the privilege of Parliament, had entered the House to arrest
five of its members. Not seeing them he asked the Speaker
where they were, to which Lenthall replied, * Sir, I have neither
eyes to see nor ears to hear save as this House is pleased to
direct me, whose servant I am/ The Lenthall family owned
the Priory until the early nineteenth century and the curious
chapel to the house was built by them.

Burford's situation on the route to the Royalist head-
quarters at Oxford made it the scene of considerable activity
during the Civil War. In 1643 a skirmish took place round the
market cross between Sir John Byron's regiment and 200
Parliamentarian dragoons- Later Charles I twice passed
through on his way to Oxford, on one occasion spending the,
night at the George Inn and attending service in Church the
next morning. The Church was to witness a grim scene later
in the war, for in 1649 some of the Parliamentarian mutineers
were imprisoned in it* (On the font are scribbled the words
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